There have been several studies' 4 of the relative proportions of HLA antigens of the A and B locus in coal miners with and without coal workers' pneumoconiosis, but although differences (statistically significant by conventional methods) between coal workers with and without evidence of coal workers' pneumoconiosis have been found, no difference of significance has emerged when correction for the number of antigens tested for is carried out. In addition the different studies have not been consistent as to the antigen whose prevalence was suspected to be abnormal.
There has been only one previous study of these antigens in silicosise and a significant underrepresentation of antigen B7 was found in subjects with silicosis compared with non-silicotic silica exposed and non-exposed control groups (p = 0*05 and p = 0 01 respectively).
In the present study the only finding was a 279 Normal subjects 
